Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ACCRA 02784 151559Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 EB-08 COME-OO AID-05 10-13 TRSE-00 
/094 W 

160430Z 091995/72 

R 151247Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7501 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

CONFIDENTIAL ACCRA 2784 

LONDON FOR SEITZ 

EO 11652 XGDS-1 

TAGS: PFOR, PGOV, PINT, EGEN, GH 

SUB: US/UK TALKS ON CONDITIONS IN GHANA 

REF: ACCRA 2630 (NOTAL) 

1 . A THIRD ROUND OF US/UK TALKS WAS HELD APRIL 14. MAIN POINTS.: 

2. ECONOMIC CONDITIONS: HIGH COMMISSIONER MILLS REPORTED THAT 
GOG COMMISSIONER FOR ECONOMIC PLANNING GARDINER HAS REQUESTED 
TWO SCOTTISH ECONOMISTS BE SENT HERE TO RUN COURSES ON PROJECT 
APPRAISAL AND HELP GARDINER ADMINISTER ECONOMIC POLICIES. 

MILLS HAS STRONG RESERVATIONS ABOUT WISDOM OF IMPORTINGWHITE 
UK EXPATS FOR THIS PURPOSE. VISION OF GHANA'S FRAGILE ECONOMY 
BEING HELD TOGETHER BY WHITE ASSISTANCE IS NOT AN ATTRACTIVE 
ONE. UK ALSO LACKS CONFIDENCE THAT EXPATS WOULD BE ABLE TO 
ACCOMPLISH MUCH GIVEN PRESENT CONDITIONS. MILLS BELIEVES (AS 

DO WE) THAT GARDINER WILL NOT BE ABLE TO PERSUADE ACHEAMPONG 

AND THE SMC TO FOLLOW RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ECONOMIC STABILIZATION. 
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BRITISH THINK THAT INFLATION IS KEY ECONOMIC PROBLEM AT PRESENT. 

IT ARISES FROM GOVT'S PENCHANT FOR PRINTING CEDIS TO PAY FOR 
MOUNTING DEFICIT, A HABIT WHICH WILL BE HARD IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE 
TO BREAK. 

3. POLITICAL CONDITIONS: BRITISH WERE IN GENERAL AGREEMENT 
WITH JUDGMENTS MADE IN PARM OVERVIEW (REFTEL) BUT ADDED THAT 
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IN THEIR VIEW A MAJOR STUMBLING BLOCK TO ECONOMIC PROGRESS 
IN GHANA IS NOT LACK OF TECHNOLOGY BUT RATHER LACK OF MANAGERIAL 
ABILITY. COUNTRY'S PROBLEMS. CAUSES AND POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS ARE 
ALL WELL KNOWN TO ELITE HERE AND PRESUMABLY TO ACHEAMPONG AND 
SMC. HOWEVER, LITTLE IS BEING DONE TO AVERT ECONOMIC 
COLLAPSE. NEITHER WE NOR BRITISH HAVE ANY FIRM HYPOTHESES ON 
CULTURAL OR OTHER FACTORS RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS SINGULAR IN 
ACTION. 

4. SOUTHERN AFRICA: BRITISH CONSIDER THAT GHANA 

GENUINELY FAVORS PEACEFUL TRANSFER OF POWER IN RHODESIA. WHILE 
URGING SHORTER TIME-FRAME THAN WEST APPARENTLY HAS IN MIND. 
TOGETHER WITH THE NIGERIANS, WITH WHOM THEY HAVE CLOSE TIES, 
GHANAIAN OFFICALS ARE ALSO GENUINELY CONCERNED ABOUT SOVIET 
ADVANCES IN AFRICA. ACHEAMPONG S STRONG SUSPICIONS OF SOVIET 
INTENTIONS ARE NOT MERELY POSTURING FOR THE US BUT ARE HIS 
DEEPLY HELD OPINIONS. GOG IS WORRIED ABOUT INVASION OF ZAIRE, 
PERHAPS SEEING IT AS A HARBINGER OF FURTHER INCURSIONS ELSE- 
WHERE ON THE CONTINENT. AMBASSADOR SMITH AND MILLS DISCUSSED 
FIVE POWER DEMARCHE ON NAMIBIA AND HOW BEST TO APPROACH GOG 
(SEPTEL.) 

5. LOOKING AHEAD, TO A POST- ACHEAMPONG REGIME, BRITISH NOTED 
THAT FABIAN SOCIALISM IS DEEPLY EMBEDDED IN GHANA’S INTEL- 
LECTURALS AND THAT THIS MIGHT WELL GIVE A NEW REGIME A TILT 
TOWARD THE LEFT. WHILE AGREEING, WE WOULD ADD THAT THIS WOULD 
PROBABLY NOT DISTURB GHANA'S BASICALLY MODERATE AND PRO- WEST 
ORIENTATION. 

SMITH 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 ACCRA 02784 151559Z 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, MEETING REPORTS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 15-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ACCRA02784 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 32-0628 
Format: TEL 
From: ACCRA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770455/aaaabvel.tel 

Line Count: 97 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 762023a5-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 ACCRA 2630 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2800182 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: US/UK TALKS ON CONDITIONS IN GHANA 
TAGS: PFOR, PGOV, PINT, EGEN, GH, US, UK, SF 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/762023a5-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



